THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF MARXISM
tary questions, without a new training whidhi would help them to "dige'&t" lessons of unparalleled richness and make it iposisihle for incomparably wider masses again to march forward, but now far more firmly, more consciously, more assuredly and more persistently.
The dialectics1 of historical development was such tibat in the first period it was the accomplishmenit of immediate reforms in every sphere of the country's life that wa;s on the order of the day, while ini the second period on the order of the day was1 the study of experience, its assimilation by wider strata, its penetration, if one may so express it, to the isuibsoil, to the backward ramks of the various classes,
It is precisely because Marxism is not a lifeless- dogma, not a final, finished and ready-made, immutable doctrine, bout a living iguide to action that it was bound to reflect the astonishinigly abrupt change in the conditions of social life. A reflection of the change was a profound disintegration and disunity, vacillations of all kinds, in a word, a very serious internal crisis of Marxism. The necessity of putting up a -determined resistance to this disintegration-, of waging a determined and persistent struggle on behalf of the foundations of Marxism again came tip on the order of the day. In the preceding period, extremely wide sections of the classes that cannot avoid Marxism in formulating their aims had asisimilated Marxism in an extremely one-sided and mutilated fashion, having learnt l>y rote certain "slogans," certain answers to- tactical questions, without having understood the Marxist criteria of these answers. The "revaluation of all values" in all the various spheres of social life led to a "revision" of tfee most abstract and geii'eral philosophical foundations of Marxism. The influence of bourgeois philosophy |n its multifarious idealist shades iound expression in the Madhian! epidetfiic that broke out among the Marxists.28 The repetition of "slogans" learnt by rote but not Understood and not thought